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The Tasmanian Philatelic Society
The Tasmanian Philatelic Society was founded in 1900 and 

is based in Hobart, Tasmania. The Society  meets monthly at 
7:30 pm except for January and offers a program of displays 
on a wide range of philatelic topics, talks, and a small “Sale by 
Tender”, providing the opportunity to buy and sell philatelic 
items.

Members within Tasmania have access to a large philatelic 
library, water mark detectors and UV lights. Exchange books 
circulate within Tasmania providing a means of buying and 
selling philatelic material.

Overseas members are also well catered for by means of the 
Society’s journal, “The Courier” and access to a members’ web 
site which contains specialised articles on Tasmanian topics. 
A public web site offers a wide range of articles on Tasmanian 
philately. http://tps.org.au.

An active on-line discussion forum has been established 
which contains an archive of material covering the whole field 
of Tasmanian philately and pictorial postcards 
http://tps.org.au/bb/index.php.

Meetings 
Start 7:30 pm, Legacy House, first Monday of the month 

except January, 159 Macquarie St., Hobart.

Postal Address 
GPO Box 594, Hobart, Tas, Australia 7001.
E-mail: secretary@tps.org.au  

Courier Index
A cumulative Index for The Courier is available at 

http://www.tps.org.au/courier/ 

Membership
Membership applications are available on our website 

http://tps.org.au. Payment by overseas members can be made 
online using Paypal. The Paypal email address is treasurer@tps.
org.au. Australian members should use bank transfer. Local 
membership applications will need to be accompanied by two 
references if use of the Exchange books is required, owing to 
the valuable nature of the contents.
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RRRRR RANGE (11 cds) Rarest cds. Less than 10 copies of any cds likely to exist

20 RRRRR

19 RRRRR-

RRRR RANGE (15 cds) Extremely rare. Near the top rank of rarity with less than 25 copies of any cds likely to exist 

18 RRRR+

17 RRRR

16 RRRR-
RRR RANGE (29 cds) A step down from RRRR. Less than 50 copies per cds likely to exist

15 RRR+

14 RRR

13 RRR-
RR RANGE (61 cds) Rare and quite difficult to find. Available in the market

12 RR+

11 RR

10 RR-
R RANGE (112 cds) Rare but less difficult to find than RR. Readily available in the market and may appear in mixed lots

9 R+

8 R

7 R-
SCARCE RANGE (110 cds) Can be found in mixed lots but not in any quantity and are not particularly common

6 S+

5 S

4 S-
COMMON RANGE (205 cds) Mostly easily found

3 UC (Uncommon)

2 C (Common)

1 VC (Very Common)
 

RARITY RATING CLASSIFICATION
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Type 1 (Fig 20) Type 1a (Fig 21)

Office name above, 
“Tasmania” below. Date 
in two lines. Day in two 
numbers, month in two 
letters, year in two numbers. 
Cds framed 

Office name above, “Tas” 
below. Date in two lines. 
Day in two numbers, month 
in two letters, year in two 
numbers. Cds framed 

Type 1b (Fig 22) Type 1c (Fig 23)

Office name above, 
“Tasmania” below. Date 
in two lines. Day in two 
numbers, month in two 
letters, year in two numbers. 
Cds framed. Cds have an 
asterisk between the office 
name and the date lines

Office name above, 
“Tasmania” below. Date 
in two lines. Day in two 
numbers, month in two 
letters, year in full (e.g. 
“1903”). Cds framed. Only 
used at Launceston and 
Hobart

Type 2 (Fig 24) Type 2a (Fig 25)

Office name above, 
“Tasmania” below. Date in 
one line, day in two numbers, 
month in three letters, year 
in two numbers. Cds framed. 
With and without “stops”

Office name above, 
“Tasmania” below. Date in 
one line, day in two numbers, 
month in two letters, year in 
full. Cds framed. With and 
without “stops”

Type 2ab (Fig 26) Type 2ac (Fig 27)

As Type 2a, but showing bars at sides between town name 
and “Tasmania”

As 2a, but showing “cross 
patée” stops at sides between 
town name and “Tasmania”

Type 2b (Fig 28) Type 2c (Fig 29)

Office name above, 
“Tasmania” below. Larger 
letters than either Type 2 or 
2a. Date in one line, day in 
two numbers, month in two 
letters, year in two numbers

As Type 2, but showing 
“cross patée” stops at sides 
between town name and 
“Tasmania”

 

CDS TYPES
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OFFICE CDS TYPE RATING 
1 - 20

RATING by 
‘R’ NOTES

Abbotsham 1b 3 UC Blue 1909

Adventure Bay 1 6# S+

Alberton 1(solid stops) 2 C

Alonnah 2ac 15# RRR+ Erd 10.10.1910. Replaced Mills Reef Type 2a(q.v.)

Andover 1(circle stops) 4## S-

Antill Ponds 
Rly Stn

1 2 C Blue 1906-10, 1913

Apsley 1(circle stops) 2 C

Augusta Gate 1a 2 C

Austin’s Ferry 1 3# UC

Avoca 1 1 VC

Back Creek 1a 8 R Fig 2

Baden Mss 20 RRRRR One example known dated 11.9.1902. Used between 
Rumney Huts cds lrd 30.8.1902 and Baden cds erd 
13.10.1902

Baden 1(circle stops) 4 S- Erd 13.10.1902. Replaced Rumney Huts(q.v.) mss example 
known dated 11/9/1902

Bagdad 1 1 VC

Balfour 2a(x) 6 S+ Erd in altered state 30.9.1911. Replaced Mount Balfour 
Type 2a(x)

Bangor 1(solid stops) 8# R

Barnes Bay 2 9 R+ Erd 10.1.1907. Replaced Kelly’s Point(q.v.)

Barrington 1a 3 UC

Beach End 1 8 R

Beaconsfield 1 1 VC

Beaconsfield 2 1 VC Erd 7.4.1905

Beaconsfield 3 12(1913 
only)

RR+ Erd 25.3.1913

Beauty Point 2 8 R Erd 27.8.1910. Replaced Ilfracombe(q.v.)

Bellerive 1(solid stops) 1 VC

Beltana 1 13## RRR- Lrd 3.9.1903. Replaced by Lindisfarne(q.v.)

Berriedale 1 4# S-

Beulah 1b 3 UC

Beulah Mss 20 RRRRR Undated mss but pre dates the “Second Office” mss era 

Table of Datestamps, Manuscript Cancels and Crown Seals With Rarity 
Ratings and Notes

Abbreviations and Symbols Used in the Rating Tables
#	 good strikes are harder than usual to find
##	 good strikes are much harder than usual to find
(x)	 cds has been altered in some way. 1b(x) indicates the asterisk above the date lines has been removed
+/	 notation at either the higher or lower end within a rarity rating i.e. S+ are in many cases verging on an R rating.
Erd	 Earliest recorded date
Lrd	 Latest recorded date


